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Site Description
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Image courtesy of Scott Cane.

This Is a trench from Scott
Cane’s excavation.

As archaeologists dig, they
uncover what would have been
the floor at different times.

The black spans 0-11,000 years
ago.

The orangey-brown goes even
deeper than in this photo and
spans 11,000-40,000 years ago.






Changes in Climate Around Allen's Cave

Since humans first arrived at Allen's Cave, two major changes in the climate occurred:

1.  30,000-19,000 years ago: the toughest period ever

o« much more arid; much less rain; colder and windier

2. 11,000-8,000 years ago: the best period

o still arid but much more rain



Major Aim of

his Project

| aimed to compare the artefacts from before,
during and after these periods of climate change to
see whether Aboriginal people around Allen's Cave
changed their stone technology.

This was supported by the FWCAC.



Results

occurred as a result of the toughest climate change:

- same/very similar dimensions, same materials and same manufacturing techniques

occurred during the best climatic period:

- 11,000 years ago, a different, non-local material entered the assemblage

This is the first evidence for trade/exchange and/or for

travelling much further then bringing back the new material g STI10






Conclusions

1. Environmental changes did cause stone technological
changes at Allen's Cave.

2. No changes in stone technology occurred for the first
25,000-30,000 years.

3. Soclal factors may have instead caused any changes.
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Further Information

e The FWCAC holds a copy of the completed thesis, which it will
distribute according to its cultural protocols.

e The FWCAC holds a poster about the project.

e FWCAC: 62 Poynton St, Ceduna, South Australia 5690; Ph: 86253340.
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